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We Are Your Waterfowling Headquarters!
• Everything you need for a great hunt, in stock and on

display—all of your favorite national brands, including
RedHead®—at the lowest prices around!

• Choose from a huge selection of firearms, ammo, optics,
calls, decoys and accessories, insulated clothing, waders
and much more!

• Come see what’s new for 2004. We offer complete
head-to-toe coverage featuring Advantage® MAX-4 HD™—
the official camo of Ducks Unlimited!

• Browse the largest waterfowl selection in the Bay Area…
talk with our expert staff. We’ll help you gear 
up for another great hunting season!

3 Convenient Ways to Shop!
1. Visit one of our Super Stores
2. Free Catalogs 1-800-BASS PRO ALWAYS OPEN—24/7

3. basspro.com ALWAYS OPEN—24/7 B
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Maryland DU’s success was
recognized nationally this
year at the National
Convention in Calgary,
Canada. Maryland received
the Silver Award and was
presented with a full size
widgeon at the convention.
Left to right is John Tomke
President of DU, John
Mercer, MD State Chairman,
L.J Mayeux, M.D., Chairman
of the board DU and Don
Young Executive VP of DU.
President John A Tomke,
John Mercer, Chairman of
the Board DU L.J.
Mayeux,M.D. and Executive
Vice-President Don A.Young
at Calgary

Maryland DU a National Success

There is life in the wetlands west of the Bay

We have all heard it one time or anoth-
er,“there is no life west of the bay”.
Clearly,this is not the case for many DU
members that live west of the
Chesapeake. After all, the Bass Pro store
is located just south of Baltimore. It is
also not the case for wintering waterfowl
in the Chesapeake. Tributaries such as
the Potomac and Patuxent Rivers pro-
vide critical flyways and important wet-
land habitats for Maryland’s wintering

geese,ducks and swan. In recent years,
one limiting factor to western shore
waterfowl conservationists has been the
availability of conservation programs
through the U.S.Farm Bill to restore
degraded wetland habitats on lands
which are not actively being farmed with
small grain crops. As farming practices
have changed on the western shore,
much land is being managed for pasture
and hay leaving many farmers ineligible

to restore wetland habitat through pro-
grams like the Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) or the Conservation
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP)
which require a cropping history for
three out of the past five years.

Now,for the first time a wetland
restoration practice has been incorporat-
ed into the reauthorized CREP in
Maryland. Under the Conservation
Practice 30,wetland habitats can be

restored on marginal pasture. The term
“marginal pasture”may vary in its appli-
cation across the state,but it is intended
to allow farmers the opportunity to
restore wetlands on those pasture lands
or hay fields which consistently lay wet
throughout the spring and fall months,
thus limiting the ability of the farmer to
adequately cut hay or manage the land

By: Ben Alder, Chesapeake Chapter

See Wetlands on Page 16
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My term as State Chairman will
end in February 2005.

I would like to thank all the vol-
unteers for all their support and
endless hours of work to make

Maryland DU such a success. Maryland DU
success was recognized nationally this year
at the National
Convention in Calgary,
Canada. Maryland
received the Silver
Award and was pre-
sented with a full size
widgeon at the con-
vention.

The Widgeon award
included the eight
widgeon flight states;
Indiana, Maryland,
Colorado,Washington,
Nebraska, Mississippi,
Kansas and South Dakota. The top eight
states was base on adult membership ranging
from 10,000- 11,999.

The awards were based upon the total
score achieved in 25 separate achievement
categories. Indiana took gold with Maryland
taking silver and Colorado taking the bronze.

Next year, the National Convention will be
held in Orlando, Fla., on May 18-21 2005 and
promises to be an extraordinary event. If
you have never attended a National
Convention you should try to do so; the
atmosphere, information, friendship and food
at the convention is top-notch and the loca-
tion and accommodations are first-class.

I hope everyone has enjoyed the summer,
and I look forward to seeing you at a local
event this fall.

Again, I ask each member to bring a guess
to a DU event this fall.

A happy and safe hunting season this fall
and please support the Ducks.

Thanks for your
support MD

By John W. Mercer
Maryland State Chairman

A

Maryland State Volunteers

John Mercer

■ From the Desk
of the state chairman

Maryland Ducks Unlimited
Web Page

Maryland Ducks Unlimited has a new web
page that has up to date information on
State Raffles, Local events, committee

pages and even committee member hap-
penings. You can reach the web page from
the Community tab on www.ducks.org, or

even directly at http://mdducks.org .

Committees are encouraged to post their
events, and even develop their own con-

tent if they wish.
To post an event, contact George Hinkel

(batduck@yahoo.com) or Bob Huber
(jhuberj1@jhmi.edu) with 

your information.

Ducks Unlimited elects Tomke to third term
Memphis,TN, June 15, 2004 – At its 67th Annual

Convention in Calgary,Alberta, Ducks Unlimited re-
elected John Tomke from Carmel, Indiana, as
President of the organization. This marks Tomke’s
third one-year term as President of Ducks
Unlimited. This is the third time in DU’s 67-year
history that a president has been asked to serve
three years.

“I want to thank all of DU’s members and sup-
porters for the opportunity to serve in this capaci-
ty for an additional year,” said Tomke. “The work
we are doing is crucial, and that’s why I’m excited
about this upcoming year. We’ve made progress,
but we still have much to do to stabilize this conti-
nent’s wetlands and waterfowl.”

Tomke rose through DU’s volunteer ranks after

becoming a member in 1970. He has held various
leadership positions, from Area Chairman to First
Vice President, and has been a Senior Vice
President since 1989.

During the convention, Ducks Unlimited also re-
elected Jim Hulbert as 1st Vice President, and Dr.
L.J. Mayeux to the position of Chairman of the
Board. A complete list of DU’s newly-elected offi-
cers follows.

With more than a million supporters, Ducks
Unlimited is the world’s largest wetland and water-
fowl conservation group. The United States alone
has lost more than half of its original wetlands –
nature’s most productive ecosystems – and contin-
ues to lose more than 100,000 wetland acres every
year.

2004
DUCKS UNLILMITED, INC.
OFFICERS AND BOARD OF
DIRECTORS

SENIOR OFFICERS
President John A.Tomke
1st Vice President Jim Hulbert
Chairman of the Board L. J. Mayeux, Jr., M.D.
Executive Vice President D.A. (Don) Young
Secretary Stephen C. Reynolds
Treasurer John W. Newman
Executive Secretary James West

Bay Wa t e r s p o rts  (800) 987-7754     
G3 Boats 901 Cowan Dr. Lebanon, MO 65536

THE TOUGHEST ANIMALS ON THE WATER.

w w w. b a y w a t e r s p o rt s . c o m

Title Name Phone # E-Mail
State Chairman John Mercer 410-778-1665 jmercer@hogans.com
District Chairman - Eastern Ed Henry 410-745-9500 edhenry2002@yahoo.com
District Chairman - Western Scott Jasion 410-229-1370 jasion@tessco.com
State Treasurer Ed Zimmer 410-866-6200 jzducks@comcast.net
State Secretary Jane Zimmer 410-866-6200 jzducks@comcast.net
State Major Gifts Chairman Michael Galante 410-770-3351 mjgalante@direcway.com
State Sponsor Chairmen Mark & Terry Robbins 410-228-8372 cvyptlab@fastol.com
State Membership Committee Ron Jasion 410-893-1395 rehabsales@aol.com
Chairman
State Greenwing Chairman George Nitzell, III 410-335-0200 rdjasion@radicus.net
State Webmaster George Hnkel 410-529-6185 batduck@yahoo.com
State Webmaster Bob Huber 410-893-1545 jhuberj1@jhmi.edu
State License Plate Chairman Ross Selby 410-721-4953 rossjen@msn.com
Newsletter Chairman Andy Augenbaugh 410-876-8772 augieaa@adelphia.net
Newsletter Advertising Rick Dixon 410-745-0405 rudifish@dmv.com
Chairman
State Shoot Chairman Dave Waters 410-398-4501x127 jwdw@dol.net
Zone 1 Chairman Dave Cosimano 410-902-2154 DCosimano@checkfree.com
Greater Baltimore Dave Long 410-237-5951 david.long@mercantile.net
Bobby Watson Mike Reesey 410-252-2229 mlsi@comcast.net
Chesapeake Chapter Brendan Courtney 410-752-8915 brendancourtney@spherion.com
Zone 2 Chairman Terry Lemper 302-292-1847 lemperscapes@del.net
Kent County Bill Walmsley 410-758-1600 Ext. 333 billw@cnbmd.com
Queen Anne's County Dave Gough 410-758-8722 kdg@friend.ly.net
Sassafras River  Dick McClure 610-876-7157 mcdick@dmv.com
Cecil County Ted Maske 302-836-9602 tmaske@del.net
Zone 3 Chairman David Handley (T-Bone) 410-745-9279 dmh@dmv.com
Caroline County  Scott Christopher 800-922-3867 X112scott@habnab.com
Dorchester County  Terry Robbins  410-228-9311 cvyptlab@fastol.com
Talbot County  Jim Latham 410-822-4108 jlatham@coldwellbankermove.com
Talbot County  Jamie Latham 410-820-5599 Shore.Sportsman@verizon.net
Bay Hundred  Susan Wallace 410-820-8544 susan@orionsignals.com
Zone 4 Chairman Al Myers 410-957-1851 myers@bwave.com
Pocomoke River  Glenn Ennis 410-957-3303 shelby@dmv.com
Somerset County  Arthur Tawes 410-968-1398 ahtawes@dmv.com
Somerset County  Douglas Reynolds 410-430-8926
Worcester County  Del Baker     302-537-2171 dbaker@ococean.com
Wicomico County  Wade Alexander 410-726-3020 shorehunting@netzero.com
Zone 5 Chairman Mike Myers 301-645-2415 mi6k6e@aol.com 
Calvert County  Charles M. Reese 410-535-6464 proformaabc@comcast.net
Charles County  Dickie Naber 301-283-0228 louis.naber@usdoj.gov
Charles County  Jimmy Smith 410-984-7212 jimmyesq@justice.com
St. Mary's County  Tommy Deagle 301-994-1621
Zone 6 Chairman Steve Linhard 410-626-2516 SteveL@sjca.edu
Annapolis Kerwin Stokes 410-268-6518 kerwin.stokes@acs.inc.com
Gen. Geo. Meade  Phillip Thompson 410-987-2044 pthompson@usg.com
Herring Bay  Mimi Moore 443-871-4941 morefun@comcast.net
Zone 7 Chairman Howard Perkins 301-320-0425 hperkins@phillipsrc.com
Federal City  Dan Wrinn 202-464-4004 dwrinn@nemw.org
National Capital  Kirk Jeffery 310-841-1305 kjeffery@gmmllc.com
Potomac River  Frank Cornelius 301-762-9292
Zone 8 Chairman John Graf 410-893-5913 REHABSALES@aol.com
Central Maryland  Steve Huettner 410-302-2103 steve@marylandsportsmen.org
Harford County  Scott Waterworth 410-381-8052 Scott.Waterworth@ceridian.com
R. Madison Mitchell  Vacant
Gunpowder John Littleton 410-288-4438 Duck0418@earthlink.net
Upper Bay Greenwing  Jane Zimmer 410-866-6200 jzducks@comcast.net
Zone 9 Chairman Todd Harrison 301-790-2072    todd.harrison@myactv.net
Washington County  Vacant
Allegany County Sam Lane 301-759-4660 SamuelLane@allconet.org
Mountain Top Bob Hesson 301-616-7768 bobhesson@hotmail.com
Zone 10 Chairman Charles (Mac) McGuire 410-721-3770 CCMcGCPA@aol.com
Carroll County  Lynne Gabeler 410-795-8399 lgabeler@aol.com
Frederick County Louis Kaufman 301-424-9173 LJK@CDRH.FDA.GOV
Patapsco Valley  Lynne Beacham 410-313-9450 snowgs@erols.com



tinuing through early July so good
wetland conditions should persist
through the brood-rearing period.
This is a definite plus for the fall
flight but, unfortunately, not as bene-
ficial for ducks as moisture that
arrives earlier in the year.”

Ducks Unlimited has adopted the

goals of the North American
Waterfowl Management Plan
(NAWMP) as the standard by which
to measure the success of waterfowl
conservation.Three species are sig-
nificantly below those goals and
remain of special concern for water-
fowl managers: scaup (greater and

lesser combined),American wigeon,
and northern pintail

Scaup remained at almost an iden-
tical count to last year at 3.8 million
(+2 percent) But this species is still
39 percent below the NAWMP goal.
Wigeon didn’t fare as well, declining
by 22 percent from last year, and are
now 33 percent below the popula-
tion goal.

Pintail declined 15 percent to 2.2
million birds but are still nicely
above the 1.8 million counted at
their all-time population low of two
years ago.“This is likely the result of
the greatly improved pintail breeding
habitat that we reported during
2003,” says Batt.“This year they were
apparently able to hold their own
even in the face of the poor, dry
habitat that the birds faced on arrival
this year.”

Mallard numbers were at 7.4 mil-
lion birds, down 7 percent from last
year and 9 percent below the
NAWMP goal.At 7.4 million the mal-
lard is at an almost identical level to
the population estimate of two years
ago.

The remaining species showed
mixed results. Gadwall (+2 percent),
and canvasbacks (+11 percent)
showed small increases. Redheads (-
5 percent), northern shovelers (-22
percent), green-winged teal (-8 per-
cent), and blue-winged teal (-26 per-
cent) all showed population declines
during the survey.

“These shifts in population esti-
mates for several species relative to

2003 resulted from at least two fac-
tors combined,” says Batt.“The late
cold spring likely interrupted migra-
tion for some species, especially the
later nesters, and the dry conditions
caused very tentative settling pat-
terns by the early nesting species.
This makes it much more difficult
than normal to project overall pro-
duction and the fall flight that will
originate from the breeding grounds
come September.The improved con-
ditions since the survey assure we’re
not dealing with a ‘bust.’ But it
won’t be a bumper crop either.”

Don Young reminds us:“Waterfowl
managers and hunters have weath-
ered conditions much worse than
this many times in the past. Just a
few years ago, we enjoyed some of
the best fall flights in the last several
decades. But now, as we are in a
drier period on the breeding areas,
waterfowl hunters and managers are
facing a different reality.As always, it
remains critical to maintain the nest-
ing habitat base, especially our
prairie grasslands, through the drier
times so we can witness the ‘boom’
that has always recurred with the
return of water.”

With more than a million a sup-
porters, Ducks Unlimited is the
world’s largest wetland and water-
fowl conservation group. The United
States alone has lost more than half
of its original wetlands – nature’s
most productive ecosystems – and
continues to lose more than 100,000
wetland acres every year.
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DUCK DATES: Maryland Ducks Unlimited Event Schedule for Spring 2003

Maryland Ducks Unlimited Needs Your Help!!!
Did You Know That:

More than  50% of the Original Wetlands in the U.S. Have Disappeared?
As Many as 900 Wildlife Species Depend on Wetlands During Their Life, Including 100’s That are Threatened or Endangered?

Did You Know That Ducks Unlimited:
Has Raised More Than $1.4 Billion Since 1937 for wetlands restoration and for conservation!

Applies More Than 80% of Every Dollar Raised Directly Into Conservation Programs!
Helped Conserve Nearly 10 Million Acres of Wildlife Habitat in North America!

You can help Ducks Unlimited continue this legacy of wetlands conservation by sharing this information with a friend.
Please complete this membership form for a friend and have them send with payment to:

Maryland Ducks Unlimited, PO Box 715 Fallston, Maryland 21047

DU Membership Contribution: Member Information:
__ $25 (Minimum Adult Membership)                                               New Member Name ______________________________________
__ $10 Greenwing (for Kids Under 17)                                              Address _____________________________________________________
__ $200 Legacy Greenwing (for Kids Under 17)                               City ___________________ St ______  Zip _____________
__ $250 Bronze Sponsor  ___ $500 Silver Sponsor Work Phone (_____) ___________ Home (____) ___________________
__ Other Amount $_________                                               Greenwing Date of Birth:_____________
Payment Method:
__Check or Money Order (made to Ducks Unlimited)            E-Mail Address: ____________________________________
__VISA  __Mastercard  __AMEX  __Discover                                 
Credit Card #_______________________________                                     YOUR NAME(referring member):________________
Expiration Date_____________                                         ADDRESS ______________________________________________
Signature____________________________________   STATE _______________ ZIP_____
(signature required for all credit card commitments) PHONE ____________________________

2004/05 Maryland DU State Raffle

Yamaha Grizzly 660 in Hardwoods Camo

Grizzly 500

Tickets are $5.00 each or 5 for $20.00.

Buyer is responsible for all Taxes, Transfer Fees, Etc.
Grand Prize Winner to be drawn at the MD State Crab

Feast on July 10, 2005.

Please contact John Mercer @ 410-778-1665 or jmercer21620@yahoo.com for
tickets or attend a local DU event.

Date Chapter Event Location Contact
9/19/04 Meade Sporting Clay Shoot P.G. Shooting Center Phillip Thompson

Glen Dale, MD 410-987-2044
9/24/04 Central MarylandDinner Rosedale Fire Hall Steve Huettner

Rosedale, MD  410-302-2103
10/2/04 Sassafras River Dinner The Granary Dick McClure

Galena, MD 410-648-6768
10/3/04 Queen Anne’s Co.Sponsor Cocktail Stewart Dobson’s Home Dave Gough

Queenstown, MD 410-758-8722
10/5/04 Charles County Crab Feast Marsh Hall Traci Norris

Bryans Road, MD 301-870-3700
10/7/04 National Capital Sponsor Cocktail Party Columbia C.C. Kirk Jeffery

Chevy Chase, MD 301-841-1305
10/7/04 Herring Bay Sponsor Cocktail Chesapeake Yacht Club Mimi Moore

Shady Side, MD 443-871-4941
10/15/04 Patapsco Valley Dinner Ten Oaks Ballroom Lynne Beacham

Clarksville, MD 410-313-9450
10/16/04 Bay Hundred Dinner Miles River Yacht Club Susan Wallace

St. Michaels, MD 410-226-5745
10/16/04 Carroll County Bull & Shrimp Roast Pleasant Valley FH Lynn Gabeler

Pleasant Valley, MD 410-795-8399
10/16/04 St. Mary’s CountyDinner Hollywood Fire Hall Tommy Deagle

Lexington Park, MD 301-994-1621
10/23/04 Talbot County Dinner Elks Lodge Jim Latham

` Easton, MD 410-822-9000
10/25/04 Federal City Sporting Clays Shoot/ PG Shooting Center Dan Wrinn
(Tent.) Glenn Dale, MD 202-464-4004
10/28/04 Annapolis Sponsor Phillip Merrill Center Kerwin Stokes

Annapolis, MD 410-268-6518
11/6/04 Calvert County Dinner Calvert County Charlie Reese

Fair Grounds 301-855-1165
Prince Frederick, MD

11/6/04 Caroline County Dinner Federalsburg FH Scott Christopher
Federalsburg, MD 410-754-7370

11/6/04 Meade Dinner/Bull Roast Elks Lodge Phillip Thompson
Severn, MD 410-987-2044

11/6/04 Worcester County Dinner Harbor House Del Baker
Ocean City, MD 302-537-2171

11/13/04 Dorchester CountyDinner Minette Dick Hall Terry Robbins
Cambridge, MD 410-228-8372

11/13/04 Mountain Top Dinner Elks Lodge Bob Hesson
Oakland, MD 301-616-7768

11/14/04 Harford County Dinner Richlin Ballroom Scott Waterworth
Edgewood, MD 410-381-8052

11/20/04 Wicomico County Dinner Hebron Fire Hall Wade Alexander
Hebron, MD 410-726-3020

Date Chapter Event Location Contact
11/20/04 Kent County Dinner Betterton Fire Hall Bill Walmsley

Betterton, MD 410-745-1600 
Ext. 333

11/30/04 National Capital Dinner Columbia C.C. Kirk Jeffery
Chevy Chase, MD 301-571-1473

12/1/04 Somerset CountyDinner Elks Lodge Artie Tawes
Crisfield, MD 410-968-1398

12/2/04 Greater Baltimore Dinner The Belvedere Dave Long
(Tent.) Baltimore, MD 410-237-5951
12/11/04 Cecil County Christmas Dinner Singerly Fire Hall Ted Maske

Elkton, MD 302-836-9602
12/11/04 Herring Bay Dinner Deale Elks Mimi Moore

Deale, MD 443-871-4941
2/5/05 Queen Anne’s Co.Dinner American Legion Dave Gough

Kent Island 410-758-8722
2/12/05 Caroline County Valetine’s Dinner Caroline C.C. Scott Christopher

Denton, MD 410-754-7370
2/12/05 Charles County Dinner Jaycees Hall Dickie Naber 

Waldorf, MD 301-283-0228
2/19/05 Central MarylandBasket Bingo American Legion Hall John Graf

Perry Hall, MD  410-593-9587
2/25/05 Annapolis Dinner TBA Kerwin Stokes
(Tent.) Annapolis, MD 410-268-6518
2/27/05 Gunpowder Dinner Columbus Gardens John Littleton

Perry Hall, MD 410-288-4438
3/4/05 George Meade  Sponsor Snyder’s Willow GrovePhil Thompson

Baltimore, MD 410-987-2044
3/5/05 Pocomoke River Dinner Pocomoke Elks Glenn Ennis

Pocomoke, MD 410-957-3303
3/5/05 Carroll County Bull & Oyster Roast Pleasant Valley Fire Hall Lynn Gabeler
(Tent.) Pleasant Valley, MD 410-795-8399
3/12/05 Potomac River Dinner Holiday Inn Frank Cornelius

Gaithersburg, MD 301-762-9292
3/12/05 Caroline County Calling Contest Federalsburg Fire HallScott Christopher

Federalsburg, MD 410-754-7370
3/26/05 Frederick CountyDinner TBA Louis Kaufman
(Tent.) Frederick, MD 301-424-9173
3/20/05 Calvert County Sponsor Solomons Island Yacht Club Charlie Reese
(Tent.) Solomons Island, MD 410-535-6464
3/05 R.Madison Mitchell Bull & Shrimp Feast TBA VACANT

Havre de Grace, MD  
4/3/05 Western Shore Sporting Clays Shoot P.G.County Trap & SkeetScott Jasion

Glenn Dale, MD 410-229-1370
4/8/05 Chesapeake ChapterDinner Hillendale C.C. Brendan Courtney

Phoenix, MD 410-752-8915

Duck
Continued from page 1

LEROY KESSLER
REALTOR
(410) 931-9000 Office
(410) 933-4072 Voice Mail
(410) 882-4416 RES. (410) 931-9013 FAX
(410) 302-0310 MOBILE
Lkesseler@coldwellbankermove.com

RESIDENTIAL BROKERAGE
7939 Honeygo Boulevard, Suite 108
Baltimore, MD 21236



Most of us understand the value of
being a DU member. You believe in
the cause, enjoy the outdoors and for
$25.00 a year, you get a membership
card, a window decal and six issues of
DU magazine. It’s pretty simple.

For those of us who want to make
a little extra commitment, plus get a
second decal and a pin; we give
$250.00 each year. We walk a little
taller, hold our heads a little higher
and proclaim we are “Sponsors.” It’s
pretty cool.

As I am sure there are those who
have been DU members for many
years, there are also people who have
been Sponsors for many years. Then,
there are those who have been
Sponsors for a VERY long time. Like
the guy in Dorchester County that has
been a sponsor for 42 years. That’s
right, he has given either $200.00 or
$250.00 every year for the last 42
years.

Now why on earth would someone
give all that money to an organization
just to get an extra decal?  Well, I’ll bet
it has nothing to do with the decal at
all. It’s probably more like the fact
that he believes in what DU stands for
and that 100% of his donation goes
directly toward conservation efforts.
(A mandate in the Ducks Unlimited
charter.)

The easiest way to understand and
define the term Life Sponsor is to mix

the words up a little. You are a
Member for Life, or more appropriate-
ly, you are a Sponsor for Life.

Instead of paying $25.00 or
$250.00 every year for the rest of
your life, you consolidate the bill and
pay it off in either four or seven years.
(Plus, the pin is a whole lot nicer!)

Life Sponsorships start at $10,000.
For those with a deeper commitment
to the resource, you can contribute
even more.

Now $10,000. might sound like a
lot of money for us regular folk.
However when you think about the
45-year-old guy from Harford County
that has been a Sponsor for the past
eight years, he has already donated
about $2,000 in membership money
to DU. Given the fact that he’ll proba-
bly be around another 35 or 40 years,
he is clearly a candidate to be a Life
Sponsor.

Let’s take a look at how that can
happen. In April of 2003, DU decided
to give everyone credit for any mem-
bership money they have given to DU
so far (previous Sinkbox article.)  So
our 45-year-old friend can score a life-
time of DU benefits for only $8,000 at
this point. After some quick calcula-
tions, he would pay about $1,400 a
year for a little over five years and be
instantly recognized as a Life Sponsor.

With this guy’s commitment and
some matching conservation funds

(another previous Sinkbox article) DU
would be able to parlay that money
into as much as $50,000 to restore

wetland habitat immediately. What’s
more, with an accelerated payment

By virtue of the fact that you have
received a copy of the Sinkbox you
are currently a paid up member of
Ducks Unlimited in Maryland. Our
members reflect a wide variety of
contributions from the $25 Regular
Adult member to the $10,000 Life
Sponsor. No matter what level of sup-
port, your contribution shows that
you think highly enough of Ducks
Unlimited and the valuable work that
we carryout to support us financially.
With all of the opportunities out the

there today your commitment and
support are significant and greatly
appreciated.

It is incumbent upon DU to utilize
your donation in the most efficient
and productive manner possible and I
feel that we do an excellent job of ful-
filling our responsibility. We accom-
plish this goal through our Leverage
Business Model for Conservation.
Your contributions play a key role in
the process for without the initial
contributions the process could not

occur.
The Model’s concept is simple –

use our grassroots fundraising dollars
to leverage other available dollars to
significantly increase our ability to put
our programs on the ground. Through
leveraged contributions from both the
Private sector (personal philanthropy,
foundations, corporations) and Public
Partners DU provides returns that
would make any financial advisor or
fund manager envious. The return on
you investment can vary anywhere

from 7 times your contribution to
nearly 20 times in certain areas. This
fact along with our 85% efficiency
performance ($.85 cents of every dol-
lar going into conservation) are pretty
compelling numbers.

What that means is that your $25
investment in DU results in anywhere
from $175 to $475 that is being put
on the ground. And in anyone’s book
I think that is considered a pretty
sound return on your investment.
Thank you.
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Maryland Sinkbox
Ducks Unlimited is a private, non-profit organization dedicated to conserving wetlands habitat for waterfowl and

other wildlife. DU was incorporated by a group of farsighted conservationists on Jan. 29, 1937.
Membership in the organization is $25 minimum, which includes a subscription to the national Ducks Unlimited maga-

zine. As the organization’s official publication for Maryland, Sinkbox has a circulation of 10,000.Views expressed by
contributors are not necessarily those of Ducks Unlimited Inc. Similarities between the name Ducks Unlimited Inc.
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Get the Maryland Ducks Unlimited
license plate for your vehicle

You have seen them, and know that the owner is a DU supporter.
Show your colors by getting a Ducks Unlimited license plate four your car or truck.
Here’s how the program works:
■ You pay a one time fee of $60 which covers the fee to MVA and also a small fee to

Maryland DU.
■ Once you get your tags, you renew

your registration as you normally would,
with no additional fees.

■ If you are purchasing a new vehicle,
just let your dealership complete your appli-
cation as they normally would ... your DU
tags will carry the same expiration date as
your regular tags.

Your support of our logo plate program
means “More Bucks for the Ducks”.

It’s easy, simply ask for an application
by emailing or mailing your name and
address to:

Ross Selby - License Plate Chairman, Maryland Ducks Unlimited, 1679 Carlyle Dr.,
Crofton, MD  21114.The email address is rossjen@msn.com.You can also call him at 410-
721-4953.

Getting the most from your dollars
■ From the Desk of the Regional Director

By Chip Heaps, Regional Director

Sponsors walk taller, hold heads a little higher
See Sponsor on Page 5

ern areas, purple loosestrife
and reed canary grass.
Spraying with an approved
herbicide like Rodeo or other
comparably labeled products
can control the invasive
plants. NOTE: Consult your
local Soil Conservation
District office or State
Wildlife agency to make sure
there are no permit applica-
tion requirements for using
aquatic herbicides in your
wetland. If herbicides are not
an option, physical removal
can prevent the further
spread of the invasive plants.
Infested areas may be burned
or mowed to remove bio-

mass. Light disking of the
area can also help expose the
roots systems and kill the
invasive plants.

If you follow your manage-
ment plan with it’s draw-
down dates and disk your
moist-soil wetland once every
three years, your wetland
should stay invasive free and
provide top quality forage for
both the winter and spring
waterfowl migration. If you
have questions concerning
the management of your site,
contact your local DU
Biologist. In Virginia contact
Scott Underwood at (540)
678-8534. In Western

Pennsylvania contact Chris
Clouser at (814) 832-4676. In
Eastern Pennsylvania contact
Scott Reinhart at (570) 727-

2537. In the Western and
Upper Shore of Maryland
contact Ben Alder at (410)
643-5300.And in the Eastern

Shore of Maryland,Virginia
and Delaware contact
Spencer Waller at (410) 677-
3792.

Restored
Continued from page 14

If you have a restored wet-
land through DU’s Habitat
Stewardship Program chances
are you have a water control
structure to regulate the
water level in your wetland
and an earthen embankment
or dike to retain water.While
there are many different
types of water control struc-
tures and many different

companies that make them,
there are several common
things you can do to assure
they work properly. Here are
some key things to check this
spring as you inspect your
water control structure and
dike.

Check for leaks around the
boards in the water control
structure. Contact the manu-

facture to obtain new boards
or apply new silicone or rub-
ber gasket material to reduce
leakage between the boards.

Inspect the area around
the inlet and outlet pipes to
make sure there no holes
made by burrowing animals
like muskrats, groundhogs, or
moles. If there is evidence of
a hole fill it in.You may want

to consider placing some
rock riprap around the inlet
and outlet pipes to deter
these animals from tunneling
along your pipe and creating
a leak.

Check around the outlet
pipe to make sure there is no
scouring at the pipe base
water leaving the wetland.

Walk your dike to identify

any soft, wet areas where
water may be seeping
through your dike. If any
exist contact your DU
Biologist.

Check for any non-vegetat-
ed areas along the dike
where cover grasses have
died. Replant these areas to a
native grass mixture to deter
erosion of your dike.

Spring Water Control Structure and Dike Check List

DU involvement opened the door to hunting 
September is here and that

means the beginning of
another hunting season. I
hope you are better prepared
that I am. This summer went
by without one trip to the
trap range or sporting clays. I
hope the doves don’t get the
best of me on the opener.
But as this issue reaches your
mailbox dove season will be
in full swing. And don’t for-
get resident geese, new for

this year, the limit is up to 8
birds a day. Then there is
always early Teal season,
something I plan on trying
for the first time this year.
Deer season also begins this
month with the bow season
opener. So much to do, so lit-
tle time.

It seems just like a few
weeks ago I was sitting in a
goose blind late in the season
with Chip at Rock Hall. A

cold windy day for sure, but I
was able to shoot my first
goose from the famed Rock
Hall area. It was only a
month before that hunt that I
had shot my first eastern
shore goose. For years I had
been shooting my fill of
geese on the western shore,
but it was nice to be able to
participate in the long histo-
ry of eastern shore goose
hunting.

It was my involvement
with Ducks unlimited that
opened the doors to the
hunting opportunities on the
eastern shore. Not only has
my involvement with DU
brought new hunting com-
panions it provides a feeling
of pride knowing that
through my efforts, DU con-
tinues their, our, work at
restoring the nations wet-
lands.As Ben describes in his

article about DU’s work west
of the Bay, I know our time
spent volunteering is well
worth it.

As you read this issue of
the Sinkbox look over the
many fundraisers scheduled
for this fall and try to attend
at least one. Not only will
you do your part in helping
DU with their mission, you
will have a good time doing
it.

By Andy Aughenbaugh, Sinkbox editor

Are you
missing out?

A single advertisement in The Sinkbox could be
reaching more than 10,000 Maryland Ducks

Unlimited members

Contact your local chapter of Ducks Unlimited or
Andy Aughenbaugh 410-876-8772 for information

on this outstanding advertising opportunity.

ceeds going to acquire additional habitat for the Refuge
System. Since that time, dozens of licensed products ranging
from embroidered hats and sweatshirts; to knives, keychains,
and prints have been successfully marketed by private compa-
nies across the country.

By engaging the professional marketing and licensing
expertise of DU, the Service hopes to take full advantage of
the valuable stamp images to generate more money for conser-
vation and raise public awareness of the Duck Stamp itself.

Under the agreement, DU will help the Service broaden the
awareness of Federal Duck Stamps and the role they play in
past, current and future conservation efforts.

Stamp
Continued from page 14



In the fall of 2002, the
Towson and the Pro Sports
DU Chapters merged to form
the Chesapeake Chapter and
kicked off fundraising efforts
with a dinner and auction in
the spring of 2003. The suc-
cess of the Chesapeake
Chapter’s inaugural dinner
was due in no small part to
the dedication of their com-
mittee members as well as
the partnership found with a
premier local business, Land
Rover Hunt Valley.

In the words of Tony
Dondalski, Manager of Land
Rover Hunt Valley in
Cockeysville, Land Rover
found “a perfect marriage
with Ducks Unlimited. Our
clients tend to be outdoor
enthusiasts and we strongly
encourage and support the
conservation efforts promot-
ed by our friends at Ducks
Unlimited.”

For the second year in a
row, Land Rover Hunt Valley
was the Gold Level Sponsor
of the Chesapeake Chapter’s

annual fundraising dinner and
auction held on April 16th at
the picturesque Hillendale
Country Club in Sparks, MD.
In addition to a generous
financial contribution, the
Land Rover team was active
participants at the dinner,
sponsoring a raffle for a
Franchi Veloce 28g
over/under. Chesapeake
Chapter guests also had the
opportunity to inspect sever-
al of the latest Land Rover
models, which were on dis-
play at the entrance to the
club.

The Chesapeake Chapter
has taken off with back-to-
back successes since merging
in ’02. We want to thank our
friends at Land Rover Hunt
Valley as well as the numer-
ous additional local business-
es and individuals who have
supported our efforts and
joined in on the fun at our
annual spring fundraiser.
Their support has helped us
to raise over $60,000.00 in
the last 2 years.

Maryland Ducks Unlimited 5 Fall 2004Maryland Ducks Unlimited 20 Fall 2004

It’sthequestion
no onewants to ask themselves.
What if you suddenly needed some kind of long-term care?
How would you pay for it? What kind of options would you 
have?  After age 65, almost 3 out of 4 may need answers to those
questions, which is why you need Long-Term Care Insurance
from State Farm®. *‡It can help protect your life savings from the
costs of extended care. To learn more about it, talk to your
neighborhood State Farm Agent. welivewhereyoulive.™

LTCI2002-09 P02429   04/02statefarm.com®

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there®.

*StateFarmMutualAutomobileInsuranceCompany•HomeOffice:Bloomington,Illinois
‡Source: Lewin Group estimates based on the Brookings-ICF Long-Term Care Financing Model, 1992. As cited in,

“Long-Term Care: Knowing the Risk, Paying the Price.” Health Insurance Association of America, 1997: pg. 12.
See your local State Farm Agent for details on coverage, costs, restrictions and renewability.

John Silbernagel, Agent
510 Pulaski Highway
Joppa, MD
410-679-2257

INSURANCE & REAL ESTATE

KENT ISLAND, Rainbow Plaza
(410) 643-6660 • 1(800) 782-5046

ROCK HALL, Main Street
(410) 639-7051 • 1 (800) 600-7051

Serving the Shore for Over 50 Years

Locally Owned and Operated

See and search all Maryland Listings
on our website:

www.hogans.com

CHESTERTOWN
515 WASHINGTON AVENUE

(410) 778-1665
1 (800) 446-4267

Harford County Ducks Unlimited invites you to our

Fall Bull and Oyster Roast
Sunday, November 14, 2004

Enjoy an evening of Fantastic Food, Raffles, and Live and Silent Auctions.
at the Richlin Ballroom, 1700 Vanbibber Road, Abingdon MD

Menu: Freshly shucked Oysters, Chef Carved Colorado Style Top Round Beef, Chef Carved
Oven Glazed Ham, Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, Chips, Pretzels, Oyster Stew, Herb Baked
Chicken, Baked Potato Bar with assorted toppings, Jumbo Hot Dogs with sauerkraut, Italian
Sausage and peppers, Country Style Greenbeans, Tossed Garden Salad, Vegetable display,
Sheet Cakes and Ice Cream Sundae bar.  

Beer, wine sodas all evening.  Cash bar for mixed drinks

Richlin Ballroom, Abingdon MD
Beginning at 4pm

Cost: $50
For tickets call Scott Waterworth 410-893-8998, or Ron Jasion 410-893-
1395
Or buy on-line  www.mdducks.com/harford

plan this guy would be able to desig-
nate which project his donation is
applied to.

The key to becoming a Life
Sponsor is simple:

Remember that you became a
member because you know that DU

is the premier, member driven wet-
land conservation organization in the
world.

Recognize that you will probably
be a member for the rest of you life
because giving money to well run,
highly productive charities never go

out of style.
Think about how cool it would be

to be a Life Sponsor and that you
have started to leave your legacy long
before you are gone.

For more information on the vari-
ous major gift programs and payment

options contact:
Michaeld J Galante, State Major

Gifts Chair, Office 410-770-3351,
email: mjgalante@direcway.com or
Chip Heaps, Regional Director, Office:
410-770-3351, Office: 410-399-4093,
Email: Email: cheaps@ducks.org

Sponsor
Continued from page 4

State raffles
net $25,000
for DU

The culmination of this year’s Maryland state
DU raffle occurred at the Maryland DU
Committee Crab Feast at the home of mark and
Terry Robbins on July 10, 2004. We have been
selling tickets all year on a 2003 Jeep grand
Cherokee Laredo that was generously donated
by Bel Air Auto Auction and the Ray Nichols’
Family. The largesse of the Nichol’s enabled
Maryland Ducks unlimited to raise nearly
$25,000 from the raffle. Our thanks and appre-
ciation goes out to Ray and his family.

The winner of the Jeep was Mr. George Nitzel
a long-time DU supporter. Congratulations to
George and thanks again to the Nichols for their
continued and generous support.

Pictured –
Chuck Wenzel –
BSC America,
Chip Heaps –
DU Senior
Regional
Director, George
Nitzel, Ray
Nichols, Michelle
Nichols and
Charles Nichols
– Bel Air Auto
Auction

Wetlands
Continued from page 1

effectively through rotational grazing. Through CREP,landowners
can receive up to 100% cost share and an annual rental payment on
the ground which is restored to habitat and retired from agricultural
production. There are limitations on the amount of acreage being
offered state wide so the availability of this option for interested
landowners may not last indefinitely.

The size and placement of wetland restoration projects on farms
on the western shore can vary widely,but a few key factors can
help enhance the attraction of waterfowl and other wintering
migratory birds. Stream corridors are the key component in locat-
ing your wetland project. The closer the wetland is incorporated
into and near an existing stream corridor the exposure your
restored wetland gets to migrating waterfowl will increase dramati-
cally. Unless you are managing for geese,keep the site well vegetat-
ed or even overgrown with tall grasses,shrubs and trees. This man-
agement style will preclude geese from using,or over using,your
wetland. Geese are clearly an important waterfowl species,but we
all recognize the invasive habitats of some of our “local geese”. One
final point is the ability to manage your restored wetland through
water control structures or other weir type devices. Having the abil-
ity to manage your restored wetland will help you to promote early
success ional seed bearing plants which provide valuable suste-
nance to wintering waterfowl. These seed bearing plants are often
called moist soil plants and can be easily identified with help of a
biologist,or your handy field guide for flora of the Mid Atlantic. An
excellent article on moist soil plants was written by Spencer Waller
our DU Regional Biologist in DU’s 2003 Annual Conservation
Report.

In closing,I want to take this opportunity to thank each of you
that were supportive of me while I worked for DU over the past
seven years. It was a pleasure to work with the volunteers in
Maryland and Virginia,as you are what make DU work. I am look-
ing forward to my new role as a DU volunteer and making the
Chesapeake Chapter one of DU’s most successful chapters in
Maryland. Thanks again!

Frankel Land Rover 
of Hunt Valley

10260 York Rd. Cockeysville, MD

2004 Land Rover Discovery S
$36,495 MSRP

Our Price $29,990*

*Choose 0% financing for 36 months on 2004 Discovery S 
or $29,990 dealer offer plus taxes, tags and fees.

Both offers on approved credit through selected sources.
Offers expire 9/30/04.

Add a little adventure to your life.

Chesapeake chapter
has taken off since ‘02

Are you
missing out?

A single advertisement in The Sinkbox could be
reaching more than 10,000 Maryland Ducks

Unlimited members

Contact your local chapter of Ducks Unlimited or
Andy Aughenbaugh 410-876-8772 for information

on this outstanding advertising opportunity.

Enjoy an evening of Fantastic Food, Raffles, and Live and Silent Auctions.
at the Richlin Ballroom, 1700 Vanbibber Road, Abingdon MD

Menu: Freshly shucked Oysters, Chef Carved Colorado Style Top Round Beef, Chef Carved
Oven Glazed Ham, Potato Salad, Cole Slaw, Chips, Pretzels, Oyster Stew, Herb Baked
Chicken, Baked Potato Bar with assorted toppings, Jumbo Hot Dogs with sauerkraut, Italian
Sausage and peppers, Country Style Greenbeans, Tossed Garden Salad, Vegetable display,
Sheet Cakes and Ice Cream Sundae bar.  

Beer, wine sodas all evening.  Cash bar for mixed drinks

Richlin Ballroom, Abingdon MD
Beginning at 4pm

Cost: $50
For tickets call Scott Waterworth 410-893-8998, or Ron Jasion 410-893-
1395
Or buy on-line  www.mdducks.com/harford



We are set up in a cut cornfield in
Frederick County, Maryland on a
frigid winter morning in early
December 2003. Our party of six
includes three Ducks Unlimited
members, guides Jose Fuste and
Dave Luhn, and myself.

“Ducks coming off the pond!  Left
side!” I called to Jose. What hap-
pened next was just like we experi-
ence when we are hunting in
Manitoba, Canada. “Boys, let them
get in with their feet down.” I called
quietly. A couple of very light calls
on my duck call finished em up.
“Out front…Take em!” Two mallards
and a black hit the ground.

Last year, duck hunting in the
fields of Central Maryland was the
best it’s been in years. The ducks
were on the ponds because they
found little grass in the rivers. This
afforded us some bonus early morn-
ing shooting before the “dumb” resi-
dent geese started to move.

“Did you see all the geese on that
pond?” one of the clients asked. “It
should be fast and easy this morn-
ing!” another responded. Fast it
was; but easy, not on your life!

Black Duck Outfitters has been
guiding in Central Maryland for five

years now and we have watched
those “dumb” geese get really slick.
What happened next illustrates a
typical goose hunt in the middle of
the season.

“Jose, 25 geese getting up on your
right side…here they come.” “Dave,
flag TWO times
only…no spin-
ner” We low-
ered our-
selves into our
Final Approach
Pro Guide and
XLandr Blinds.
“Everyone stay
down and
watch your
faces, that sun

is shining…four
birds are breaking off, they’re
cupped…get ready. TAKE EM!” The
hunters dropped all four and later
asked,“Why didn’t all of them come
to us?” I responded “Did you see
that lead bird?  He must have been
15lbs plus, an old guy who has been
around the block and is super slick.
He has been shot at more than 100
days each year for probably more
than five years and is now leading
the pack. Once a bird has been

around three years or so, we
hunters have taught him a lot!  The
will fly around a field if it has been
hunted too much or if the decoy
spread is dirty, not painted or just
not positioned properly. The old
guys have heard all the goose calls

on the market. They
know

what

hunters
are. Period.

So how do you consistently kill
resident geese?  You make sure and
sweat the small stuff.

Decoys: Use the best and as many
as you can afford. We use shells and
spinning wing decoys. We use Real
Geese silhouettes and add more full
bodies through the season. Toward
the end of the season we are using
more than ten dozen decoys in
some spreads. We have started
using v boards and y boards to set
the silhouettes in the field in just a
few minutes, no digging holes in
frozen ground!  Watch the flock you
are chasing and set up like they sit

in the fields. Make sure the decoys
are clean and touch up the paint
every year. We have a decoy clean-
ing party every August.

Blinds: Get low, stay low. You can
always cover up with a camo fabric
in the middle of your spread but
even the smallest twitch will alert
the birds. Instead, try one of the
blinds from Final Approach. We
have a couple of their Pro Guide
blinds and a lot of XLandrs. The
great thing about the XLandr is that
you are so low. Plus with no spring
loaded doors, there is less chance of
accidentally triggering the doors
and flaring the birds. Some really
big guys don’t fit as well in the
XLandr so we have the Pro Guides
for them, but your average hunter is
warm, dry and cozy in an XLandr.
Don’t skip the camo on your face,
keep your head down, and lose the
mirrored sunglasses!  We had a
group of clients last year that could-
n’t be without their cool shades,
until they had flared three groups.
Once the mirrored shades came off,
the geese came in.

Calls: Practice, practice, practice.
Practice in the summer by your local

The Annual State Committee Crab
Feast was held on Saturday, July 10th
at Mark & Terry Robbins’ home in
Cambridge. It was a beautiful day, the
crabs were at their peak for the sum-
mer and were very fat and the beer
was extra cold.

The day started with crabs, burg-
ers, hotdogs, fruits and desserts then
moved to the traditional Covey Flush
game where participants get a raffle
ticket for each clay pigeon that they
break. The Turkey shoot starts when
the Covey Flush ends and 10 shoot-
ers line up and try to get their shot
closest to the designated spot on the
Turkey’s neck.

Sue & John Littleton joined the
committee for the day. Sue worked
the Turkey Shoot while John sold raf-
fle tickets on the pair of Madison

Mitchell decoys and a shotgun that
was donated by Larry Leese.

A small auction was also held to
help with the cost of the crab feast
since the $15.00 admission cost does-
n’t really cover the expenses. Other
highlights of the day included the
presentation of Life Sponsor
Completion to Billy and Cherry Price
and Heritage Sponsor Completion to
Larry Leese.

The State-Wide Jeep raffle winner
was drawn and George Nitzel was the
winner. Sue Littleton called him as
soon as we had the drawing and he
was shocked!!!!!!!!! 

Those of you who have attended
the crab feast in the past know that it
is held under a 227 year old Swamp
White Oak with massive limbs. The
one especially large limb that every-

one has to duck to walk under
cracked and fell off of the tree 38
hours after the crab feast ended.
Luckily it didn’t happen on Saturday.
Mark estimated that the limb weighed
10 tons and it was not hollow like he
thought it might be.There seems to
be a big non-shaded spot in the yard
now, but you won’t have to duck
under the limb next year. Speaking of

next year, the crab feast will again be
held on Saturday, July 9th  2005.

Editor’s post note: Mark and Terry
put on an outstanding crab feast and
every MD DU committee member
owes it to themselves to attend. It is
a great day to meet and hang out
with other MD DU committee mem-
bers.
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A&T
Pellet
Grills
5797 West Falls Road
Mt. Airy, MD 21771

301-829-0240
Ask for Rich

Barbecue
The Great American

Pastime

Special Discounts for DU Members

Caroline County Chapter of Ducks Unlimited
Annual Fall Dinner

November 6, 2004
Federalsburg Fire House

Open bar for cocktails and oysters
5:00 pm to 6:30 pm

$55 singles, $100 couple & $35 for Green Wings
Tickets include dinner, 1 year membership

to Ducks Unlimited & chance for door prizes

***Tickets purchased by 10/30/04 will be***
entered for “SPECIAL” drawing!**

Raffles, games of chance, live and silent auctions

Contact Scott Christopher @ 410-754-7370, or
email scbc@dmv.com for tickets

The party under the old oak tree was fun again

John Mercer presenting Billy and Cherry Price with their plaque for
completion of their Life Sponsorship

John Mercer presenting Larry Leese with his plaque for completion of
his Heritage Sponsorship

Resident Canada geese: No dumb birds
By Scott Barmby, Owner and Guide Black Duck Outfitters

See Birds on Page 12



Justin Culver smoked the competi-
tion performing a flawless routine
to take first place, with Ryan
Leonard once again finishing in sec-
ond, and Matthew White of Cordova,
MD made a strong showing to take
third. Congratulations to all the jun-

iors who showed the heart and guts
to get on stage and let it all hand
out! You kids are the future of good
calling and great hunting!

The senior division of each the
duck and goose competitions lasted
three grueling rounds with some

serious callers doing their best to
try to take home a first place finish.
Some of these callers were laying it
all on the line to have a chance at
their first victory. In the senior
goose, you’ll recognize this name,
Justin Culver once again showed
that he has what it takes to impress
a couple of former World Champion
goose callers to finish with the high-
est score to take first place. Daniel
Bowen of Easton, MD laid down
three great routines to take second

from Doug Hartman of Harrisburg,
PA who finished third after once
again another strong three routines.

I bet you think I’m going to tell
you that Justin Culver won the sen-
ior duck competition too. Don’t
you? Well, unfortunately for Justin
that’s not the case. But he had a
great day all the way around anyway.
Fortunately for Mitch Hughes, 16 of
Easton, MD, he showed the judges
he knew how to get their attention
on the call as well knowing how to
put ducks feet down in the decoys!
Mitch blew three incredible routines
to take home first place in the sen-
ior division of the duck calling com-
petition. Justin Campbell of
Rockville, MD made the trip across
the bay to finish second a mere half
a point behind Mitch.And another
well know  DU guy made an awe-
some showing for third place to
back up years of calling ducks in the
marsh, and now on stage showing
judges he knows how to get it done
too, Spencer Waller of Quantico, MD
finished third, yet just a few points
behind second. Nice job fellas!!

So, at the end of the day, we were
able to raise money for DU while lis-
tening to some outstanding calling
from some local talent and some
from a far. Calling contests are fun to
organize and even more fun to par-
ticipate in. If you’ve never participat-
ed in a calling contest, and want to
try your hand at it, another one is
scheduled for March 19, 2005. Mark
you calendars to come by and listen
or compete in our, what could be
annual calling contest.
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Includes 
Seat-O-Pants 
safety harness
a $29.99 value

14998
Reg.

169.99

Save
$20 24998

Reg.
269.99

Save
$20 7498

Reg.
99.99

Save
25%

Viper Classic 
Climber
• 20"x27.75"

platform
• 300 lb. capacity
• Steel construction
• Cable adjustment
• Comfortable seat with 

padded safety rail

Youth Micro Adrenaline 
Bow Package
• 32" axle to axle
• 65% let-off
• Machined aluminum riser
• Available in RH 25"-27", 30-50 lb.
• Includes quiver, fiberoptic sight, 

rest and 3 arrows

T7100 NiCd Radio
2-Pack 
• 7-mile range
• 22-channel 

FRS/GMRS radios
• 99 digital privacy codes
• Includes 2 NiCd 

rechargeable batteries
and individual pocket
charging stations

MARYLAND STORE LOCATIONS

SPECIAL PURCHASE

Bel Air: 410.638.7404
Columbia: 410.872.1100     

Glen Burnie: 410.760.3933
Hunt Valley: 410.584.9050   

White Marsh: 410.933.0134
Hagerstown: 240.420.0140   

Waldorf: 301.885.1762

We feature top quality prime beef cuts;  

Prime Rib, T -Bone steaks, Filet Mignon, Surf and Turf,  

and local eastern shore seafood specialties.  

All mouth -watering bringing you back for more.  

^  D  r  • Characters  • -   7  *  

200 S. Talbot Street • St. Michaels, MD • 21663 • 410 -745-6206  
Open 11am - 7 days a week • located in the heart of St. Michaels  

Spirits • Food • Sports • Music • And More  

Live Entertainment Friday and Saturday Nights  
Come rock the house with dancing and hot local bands.  

You know the words, sing along.  

Cigar Selections are available upon request.  

Bring your hunting group in for a  

great night of laughs, enjoyment and delicious dishes.  

We also offer wide screen high definition Plasma Television to watch all big games. Hot 

Spot Keno is in the house for a little game of chance while you enjoy your evening.  

Sign up for monthly calendar events to be emailed to you.  

See you soon!  

Check us out at Www.stmichaelscountry.com  

Calling
Continued from page 13

Calling contest senior goose calling finalists

Characters



Back in March of this year, the Caroline
County Chapter of Ducks Unlimited decided to
try something different for this area in an effort
to raise money for Ducks Unlimited.We tried our
hand at a duck and goose calling contest held at
the Federalsburg Fire House in Federalsburg, MD
on March 13, 2004.

Being a competition caller myself, I had
enough friends in the sport to gather informa-
tion needed to put on a well run duck and goose
calling contest.We were able to gather some
pretty elite judges that combined for 10 World
Goose Calling titles, dozens of state and regional
titles and we also threw in good old Ed Henry
amongst Josh Neuwiller, John Taylor, Keith
McGowan, and Marc Anderson. Needless to say
the judging panel was more than qualified.With
the help of the Caroline committee, we had
everything we needed to start the day of compe-

tition.
We started with two categories of junior com-

petitions, for both duck and goose calling.The
junior divisions consisted of anyone younger
than the age of 16.As with the senior divisions,
the caller’s goal was to try to emulate a hunting
calling scenario.The competitors had to demon-
strate a hail call to get the bird’s attention, per-
form a greeting call to welcome the birds to the
flock on the ground, give a come back call as if
something flared the birds from landing, greet
them once more and inevitably land the flock of
birds.The callers were given 90 seconds to com-
plete their routines for the judges.The judges
were placed behind a curtain away from the
callers so that they would be judged solely on
their sound.

After 3 rounds of competition in the junior
duck calling division, Justin Culver from

Quantico, MD emerged as the champion, while
Ryan Leonard of Saint Michaels finished second,
and Josh Taylor of Quantico, MD took third
place.The junior division of the goose calling
competition went a little like the junior duck.
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Take care of your next trophy in the field
The seasons change and the tem-

peratures slowly fall as each day win-
ter comes closer. As Ducks Unlimited
supporters, we eagerly anticipate the
annual fall waterfowl migration.
Sportsman head to the marsh ready
to embrace the first sunrise of duck
season. This is the time to capture
Ducks Unlimited’s efforts in conserva-
tion that we have all supported
throughout the year. Those of us who
pride on “duckerating” or desire to
preserve sought out trophy game may
want to consider a few helpful guide-
lines.

A beautiful bird mount begins
with a beautiful bird!  Early season
birds have not reached maximum
plumage potential. Be patient, better
plumage comes later in the season.
Excessive handling of a potential
mount will risk bending or loosing

vital feathers. Once a bird is recov-
ered and determined to be a
mounter, first place a wad of tissue in
the mouth to keep fluids from leak-
ing onto the feathers. Next gently
place the entire bird headfirst into a
nylon stocking. This will easily pro-
tect the bird from damage. A nylon
stocking and tissue can easily be
transported into the field without
bogging you down.

Deer hunters!  A common problem
your taxidermist will deal with is not
having enough hide to produce a
nice full shoulder mount. When skin-
ning, be sure to have the mid section
up to the head fully attached. It is
very important to skin half way down
the front legs as well. This will guar-
antee a handsome display of the dis-
tinct brisket area seen on a dominant
buck. It is no secret that Maryland

can have a mild fall. With tempera-
tures sometimes reaching the 80’s it
is crucial to get your specimen
skinned, out of the field and to your
taxidermist as soon as possible. Be
sure to bring a cooler to keep a cou-
ple bags of ice to place them inside
the cape or body once you have field-
dressed the animal.

Smaller game such as squirrel, fox,
rabbit etc., you can simply place ani-
mal into tied trash bad. Be sure to
also keep it cool during transport.
However freeze the bag if the deliv-
ery to your taxidermist exceeds eight

hours. (applies to all game)
Remember that a warm skin will pro-
duce bacteria and induce the risk of
hair fall-out during the mounting
process.

Taking the time for proper field
care will not only save you money
due to extra repairs but most impor-
tantly it will make your taxidermist’s
job easier. This will assure complete
satisfaction and preserve your hunt-
ing adventures for life!  Enjoy the sea-
son, keep it safe and encourage the
continued support of Ducks
Unlimited.

DUCKS UNLIMITED

GEORGE G. MEADE CHAPTER

FALL SPORTING CLAY EVENT

19 SEPTEMBER 2004

PRINCE GEORGE TRAP and SKEET CENTER

10400 Good Luck Road, Glen Dale, MD   20769

301-577-7178

$55.00 FOR THE FIFTY BIRD EVENT AND LUNCH.

REGISTRATION STARTS AT 9:00 A.M.

SHOOTING AT 10:00 A.M.

ALL SCORES MUST BE IN BY 3:00P.M.

GUESTS MAY PURCHASE LUNCH FOR $10.00

PRIZES WILL BE AWARDED FOR HIGH OVER ALL, RUNNER-UP,

AND FOUR LEWIS CLASSES (THREE DEEP).

THERE WILL BE A 5-STAND AND QUAIL FLUSH.

A STOGER SHOTGUN WILL BE GIVEN AWAY AS THE ATTENDANCE
PRIZE.  REGISTRATION AND PAYMENT PRIOR TO 12 SEPTEMBER
WILL PROVIDE AN ADDITIONAL CHANCE AT THE ATTENDANCE

PRIZE.

CONTACT

KARL KLEVE 410-381-7741 (H),  443-778-8722 (W)

karl.kleve@jhuapl.edu (e-mail)

Gunpowder Chapter of Ducks Unlimited
11th Annual Shrimp & Bull Roast

Will be held at the Columbus Gardens in
Fullerton.

On February 27, 2004 Noon till 5:00 PM

Contact John Littleton @ 410-288-4438 for more
information and tickets

By Jason Schlosser Harford County DU

Frederick wins with
Tragger Pellet Grill

For the second year in a row, Rich
Humphries of A&T Pellet Grills
donated a Tragger pellet grill and
accessories to the Frederick County
Chapter.The grill brought the
Chapter more than $500 for the
ducks.According to Rich,Tragger
helps share in the cost of the dona-
tion and donates several grills to DU
Chapters throughout the country
each year.

Since winning the grill, Dave Betit
reports that he thoroughly enjoys

the meats, game and poultry that he
has cooked on the grill.“The flavor
that is imparted to the food from the
various types of wood is outstand-
ing. Plus, unlike charcoal or propane
you do not have to worry about the
taste of lighter fluid or flare-ups.The
food is just moist and delicious.”

A&T Pellet Grills is extending spe-
cial discounts to all DU members
who call Rich. He will also let you
try one out before you decide to
buy.

Caroline County hosts first calling contest
By Scott Christopher

Calling contest Jr Goose Finalists

See Calling on Page 14



are registered with the police. Keep your copy of
this registration with you at all times.

The flight over and back is the downside of a
safari. South African Airways has a nonstop flight
from Atlanta to Johannesburg. You cannot go
through JFK with firearms. Connecting flights are
available to the final destination. The flight over
can be made without a refueling stop, but the
return trip requires a refueling and crew change
in the Cape Verde Islands. This return leg is 19
hours and you can’t get off the airplane during
refueling. On my return trip, from the time I left
the hotel in Port Elizabeth until I arrived home in
Lexington Park was 37 hours. Twenty-four were
spent on an airplane, actually three airplanes.

During the flight just get up, move around, and
drink lots of water. Of course there is that neces-
sary double scotch before dinner and wine with
dinner.

You cannot bring the meat back with you. The
meat is given to the ranch owner. The hides,
skull, and horns are prepared and shipped to you
for about $50 per head plus shipping. By the
way, don’t try to bring back biltong (jerky). It
cannot be imported into the US.

I have been lucky with checking my firearms
during my hunting expeditions over the last 20+
years, but this year was different. The .300 WM
did not make the flight back with me. In fact, it
didn’t make it to Atlanta until twelve days later. It

was delivered to me in another ten days. Actually
two cases were delivered. I could barely make out
that the owner of the other case, but soon real-
ized he was from New Mexico. Asked the UPS
driver to send it back. Have your name, address,
and phone number on several places on the case
in addition to a nametag.

I hope to return in 2006. I have my eye on a
red hartebeast, black and blue wildebeast, and
others. I still want to get a bigger Cape Buffalo,
but Zimbabwe is not a desirable destination at
this time.

If you would like to talk, contact me at the St
Mary’s DU banquet on 16 October in Hollywood,
MD. Let me know, I will bring pictures.
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Africa
Continued from page 10

Duck numbers decline, birds face dry habitat
Memphis, July 12, 2004 – The U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Service has just
released the findings from the 2004
May duck populations and habitat
surveys. This data, collected each
year with the Canadian Wildlife
Service, is the most important annual
inventory of the main harvested
duck species. It provides the scientif-
ic underpinnings for a variety of
population management activities
that are refined each year by the
responsible public agencies through-
out North America. Using these num-
bers and forthcoming data from

other surveys, waterfowl managers
from federal and state agencies will
meet later this summer to determine
what kinds of regulations will gov-
ern duck hunting across the country
this season.

This year, duck populations have
declined to 32.2 million birds, 11
percent below last year’s count, 3
percent below the long-term average
and just above the 31.2 million
count of two years ago. Ducks
Unlimited’s Executive Vice President,
Don Young, points out that “these
numbers pretty well reflect feed-

back that we have been receiving all
spring from our staff stationed
across North America’s breeding
areas. Extremely dry winter condi-
tions left the soil so parched that
almost all of the early spring
snowmelt was soaked up and did
not run off to fill the basins for the
arrival of the birds.”

One of the most important ele-
ments in duck-breeding success is
the amount of water present on the
breeding grounds. When the survey
was conducted in May, pond counts
had declined by 29 percent from last

year in Prairie Canada and 16 per-
cent in Prairie U.S.A.The only areas
that were an exception to the overall
pattern were Southern Manitoba
(+10 percent) and Montana and the
Western Dakotas (+25 percent).

“Moisture conditions have
improved markedly since the surveys
were conducted, and our research
biologists are currently observing a
very good late nesting effort on por-
tions of both the U.S. and Canadian
prairies,” says Dr. Bruce Batt, DU’s
Chief Biologist.“The rainfall is con-

See Duck on Page 3

Drake makes history in international competition
Drake the DU Dog recently

returned from Northern Ireland,
where he and the U.S. Gundog Team
made history by becoming the first
team from the United States to win
the prestigious P&O Irish Sea
International Gundog Challenge. The
team also won the Atlantic Cup
International Team Competition.

The competition took place May
29th, on the grounds of Moira
Demesne in Northern Ireland. Just
four days prior to the event, Drake
received the “Top U.S. Dog” award in
the Eukanuba Interclub Challenge.

“Throughout the trip, Drake and
the rest of the team performed beau-
tifully,” said Mike Stewart, Drake’s
trainer and owner of Wildrose

Kennels. “This was a once-in-a-life-
time experience, and it was made
even more special with all the “firsts.”
Not only did we place first in several
events, we made history by being the
first U.S.Team to do so, and that’s
truly an honor.”

The winning team consisted of
Mike Stewart and Drake the DU Dog,
Bill Gibson of West Point, Mississippi,
and his dog Jet, Marty Newport of
Hernando, Mississippi, handling Bob, a
black Labrador retriever, and Boss, an
AKC Senior Hunter.

The U.S. Gundog Team returned
from their trip in early June with a
suitcase full of trophies and a story
for each one. “It was an experience
I’ll never forget,” said Stewart.

The U.S. Gun
Dog Team, front
row from left:
Bill Gibson and
Jet, Mike
Stewart and
Drake, Marty
Newport with
Bob and Boss.
back row: Panel
A Judge Willie
Higginson; Dr.
Coffman,
Eukanuba; Panel
A Judge Alan
Rountree, and
Jenifer Nunnelly,
Eukanuba

Waterfowl migration map available at ducks.org
Memphis,TN, September

8, 2004—Ducks Unlimited
(DU), the World Leader in
Wetlands Conservation, and
Waterfowler.com, the online
authority in migration track-
ing and reporting, have
joined forces to heighten
hunter awareness and pro-
vide real-time Mapping of
the North American
Waterfowl Migration during
the 2004-2005 general water-
fowl hunting season.

The real-time mapping of
North America's ducks and
geese had not been accom-
plished prior to the creation
of Waterfowler.com’s interac-
tive GIS Migration Mapping
System in 2002.With over
100,000 active participants
providing zip code based
field reports, this tool cap-
tures the interest and imagi-
nation of web-browsing
waterfowl hunters and bird-
ing enthusiasts across the
nation.

This season, hunters will
be able to view the map and
contribute information
online through DU’s web
site or Waterfowler.com.
“WFC’s Migration Map is a
magical experience for any
passionate waterfowl
hunter,” stated
Waterfowler.com’s
Webmaster and Publisher,
Darin Sakas. “The map
allows users to stay in touch
with what’s going on in the
field, even when they are
trapped behind their desk at
work.”

The map relies on input
from the hunting communi-
ty, who are most qualified to

provide accurate, day-to-day,
field observations.“This col-
laboration with DU will
undoubtedly increase partici-
pation which will also
improve the accuracy and
reliability of the Mapping
System,” added Bradley
Ramsey, Editor of
Waterfowler.com Journal.

This map can be found at
www.ducks.org/migration-
map or by clicking on the
"Waterfowling" tab.

How it works: 
The map is a GIS program

that plots the intensity of
waterfowl migration for the
US and displays it in a simple
color-coded format.The infor-
mation submitted by users is
averaged and updated every
fifteen minutes and reset to
zero every twenty-four
hours.

Migration intensity is meas-
ured by the hunter’s estimate
of flight activity for their
area.“Yes, this information is
subjective – but is also a
powerful tool based on the
knowledge and observation
of the seasoned waterfowler.
With our advanced data aver-
aging, discrepancies are mini-
mized,” said Ramsey.

A complete “How-To
Guide” is available at
Waterfowler.com. Map par-
ticipation is open to all read-
ers, registered guests and
members of
Waterfowler.com.
Registration and membership
are not required to submit or
view map data.

“The migration mapping
system is a great tool for our

DU members and other
waterfowl hunters alike.
Volunteer participation will
help build a database of long-
term trends which will in
turn provide better under-
standing of how migration is
influenced by weather, hunt-
ing pressure, and habitat con-

ditions,” said Don Young,
executive vice president of
DU.

Contact:Anthony Jones,
Ducks Unlimited Webmaster,
ajones@ducks.org, (901) 758-
3947

With more than a million a
supporters, Ducks Unlimited

is the world’s largest wetland
and waterfowl conservation
group. The United States
alone has lost more than half
of its original wetlands –
nature’s most productive
ecosystems – and continues
to lose more than 100,000
wetland acres every year.

What
cities
need to
be includ-
ed here?

Maryland and across



I, like many other sportsmen, have
dreamed of the chance to travel to
Africa and go on safari. I finally got
the wheels in motion when I visited
the sports show in Harrisburg, PA in
1999. I was mainly interested in Cape
Buffalo. After visiting many booths I
decided to book a hunt in Zimbabwe
during 2000. The booking agent,
Grant Adventures International, had a
package deal that included a buffalo
and four species of antelope. As a
warthog seems to be requisite quarry
for the first time safari, I added that to
the package. Airfare from either New
York or Atlanta was included in the
package price. I was very satisfied
with Bruce Grant and have booked
subsequent safaris through him.

Last year my second safari was to
Namibia for eland, oryx, zebra, and a
second kudu and warthog. This past
June I had an eight day hunt in the
Eastern Province of South Africa for
Cape Kudu, two types of springbuck,
blesbuck, and reedbuck. For this trip,
after arriving in Johannesburg I had a
connecting flight to Port Elizabeth
where I met Barry, my Professional
Hunter (PH), aka guide, and his handy-
man Bench. We then had a 3 ?-hour
drive to Rygerspoort, the ranch where
we would hunt. Rygerspoort covers
tens of thousands of acres. Fences are
few, and I saw only one high fence.
This was not a game farm.

Accommodations were quite nice.
There was a lodge with a private
room and attached full bath. All trans-
portation and meals are provided. A
big plus is daily laundry. This cuts
down significantly on the amount of
clothing you must pack. You have
clean, freshly pressed clothes for each
day’s hunt. Khakis are preferred.
Camouflage should not be worn, as it
is associated with the military.

The south of Africa is semi-arid and
closely resembles western Texas. The
terrain is somewhat mountainous, but
the mountains are very old, extremely
eroded, and not too high, except if
you have to climb one. There are a lot
of rocks everywhere and walking can
get difficult. We were well south and
east in the continent (32∞ South, 24∞
East per GPS). Elevation at the lodge
was 3,500 ft. June is the start of their
winter and it can get quite chilly. A
light jacket is required. There was a
heavy frost the morning we left the
ranch to travel back to Port Elizabeth.

You leave the lodge to hunt about
daybreak. A lot of time is spent in
vehicles, but you can count on a lot of
walking also. The only hunting from
stands, actually blinds put up near
water, is for the archery folks. Around
noon we return to the lodge for

brunch, a short nap, and out again in
mid-afternoon and hunt until twilight.
Then back to the lodge for the
evening social, dinner, and retire for
the evening. A blesbuck was taken on
day two.

On day three we had an early
morning departure as we had a three-
hour drive to another ranch where
we were to hunt Cape Kudu and
black springbuck. We were successful
for both and back on the road by 3
PM. A common springbuck was taken
on day five and the hunt was complet-
ed on day seven with a mountain
reedbuck. The hunt package was
complete.

Talk about a small world, Barry,
Bench and I were in the middle of the
ranch when we spotted another vehi-
cle. Barry said it was the owner of
the ranch and he had a couple of bird
hunters with him. Of course we
stopped to chat. The two bird
hunters turned out to be the outfitter
and the PH with whom I hunted buf-
falo in Zimbabwe four years earlier.

Any cartridge in the .30 class is
adequate for most plains game. I use
a Sako chambered in .300 Win Mag.
For dangerous game, like buffalo or
lion, a .375 H&H is the legal mini-
mum. After much research before my
buffalo hunt, I selected a Ruger M77
Magnum chambered for .416 Rigby. I
would love to have a double rifle, but
the cost is a little steep for me.

I hand load all of my hunting
ammo (no reloads please, except for
range work), so it took me about one
hundred rounds to break in the .416,
work up my max load (400 grain
solids at 2,400 fps), and sight in the
iron sights, then the scope. I use the
Speer line of Grand Slam bullets for all
hunting.

The cost of a safari is not as expen-
sive as you may think. Hunting plains
animals is less expensive that going
hunting in Alaska or an elk hunt in
some of our western states.
Dangerous game does kick the cost
up a bit. Most hunts are one-on-one,
i.e. just you and the PH. You don’t
buy a hunting license, you pay a tro-
phy fee and this is only when you bag
the animal or it is wounded and lost.
No animal, no trophy fee. These fees
are usually paid up front and included
in the package price.

Traveling with firearms is not too
difficult, but you need to know the
restrictions. Go to a Customs Office, I
went to BWI Airport, and fill out
Customs Form 4457 with the make
and serial numbers of the firearms.
Also include other valuables such as
cameras, etc. on the form. You’ll need
this form to reenter the US with the

firearms. A metal case is preferred for
the firearms and it must be lockable.
The ammunition must be in a locked
hard plastic box that is checked in a
separate bag. Do not carry more than
five kilograms (11 pounds). A good

quantity of medium caliber ammo can
stay within this limit, but large caliber
ammo will add up quickly. Upon
arrival in Johannesburg, the firearms
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©2004 Cingular Wireless LLC.

Your hometown wireless authority.

www.unwiredthings.com

Arnold, Arnold Station 410-349-4800

Clinton, Coventry Way Exit (next to KFC)* 301-856-0494

Cockeysville, 10000 York Rd.* 410-683-1112

Crofton, Rt. 3 Center* 301-261-6669 / 410-451-0303

Glen Burnie, Chesapeake Square, 
6720 Ritchie Hwy.* 410-766-6146

Owings Mills, 9400 Reisterstown Rd.* 410-356-7800

Perry Hall, 8817 Belair Road* 410-529-5300

Severna Park, Earleigh Heights Plaza* 410-315-8058

Timonium, 1953 Greenspring Drive 410-252-1222

White Marsh Mall* 410-933-5800

*NOW OPEN SUNDAYS NOON TO 4PM

★ COME VISIT US AT OUR NEW LOCATION! ★

★ ★

★ ★

Make sure the people trying to sell you a wireless 
phone are actually experts on wireless phones.

At Communications Electronics, we believe a wireless expert should be just that – an expert. Always

here with answers to your questions, simple explanations of your phone and plan options, and free

loaner phones if yours ever needs repair. Because if a wireless phone is meant to give you convenience,

a wireless store shouldn’t give you confusion.

1-877-607-6014
www.blackduckoutfitters.com

CALLS • DECOYS • BLINDS • GUIDE SERVICE • DUCK BOATS • MUD BUDDY

MARYLAND
GUIDED HUNTS
Western Shore

• Resident goose hunts

• Puddle Ducks, Divers

• Sea Ducks, Canvasbacks

• Kids Hunt Free 
(under 16)

Upland Game 
Pheasant, Quail 
and Partridge

NEW

MARYLAND
DOVE HUNTS
Frederick County

• Cut sunflower and 
grain fields

• Small parties ONLY

CANADA
WATERFOWL HUNTS
Manitoba &
Saskatchewan

SOUTH AMERICA
2005 Dove & Ducks

Most hunts in Africa are one-on-one

Page Senn of St. Mary’s Chapter Maryland DU kneels with his Kudu
taken on a hunt in South Africa.

By Page Senn, St. Mary’s County Chapter

See Africa on Page 12

Just a brief note to say hello and thank you for
the opportunity to offer a personal message to all
of Maryland’s great waterfowl enthusiasts. Ducks
Unlimited has been, and will remain, one of the
foremost partners in wetland and waterfowl con-
servation on this continent. Likewise, their commit-
ment to Maryland’s geat outdoors has been nothing
less than superb.

It has been my distinct pleasure to be part of the
DNR team that benefits from the good fortune that
the DU team brings to Maryland and our rich eco-
logical landscape. I look forward to continuing this
great partnership and remain confident that the
rewards we have reaped thus far will pale in com-
parison to the even greater long-term benefits that
these efforts will produce.

Finally, a thought about the value of trusting the
science of wildlife management. In 1995, with
breeding pair population estimates for Canada
Geese in their northern nesting grounds at an all-

time low of 29,000 breeding pairs, the Maryland
Wildlife and Heritage Service declared that hunting
for the King of the Chesapeake’s uplands was
closed. Hunters, outfitters, and non-hunters alike
were stunned by this announcement. Despite con-
cerns that this decision was premature, we stood
fast in our decision. No doubt, it turned out to be
the right decision.

Hard work, passion, and unrelenting dedication
to “bringin’‘em back” has brought the news this
year that breeding pairs are approaching 175,000
and this hunting season marks a major milestone in
Maryland wildlife-management history —- the
return of a limited 2-bird bag limit for Canada
Geese! I am proud to be part of the team that was
personally responsible for making the tough choice
nearly 10 years ago to shut the season down and
even more proud to be part of the group that was
here today to declare “they’re back!”.

I offer my personal and public thanks to Bill

Harvey and Larry Hindman for their individual
efforts toward our great migratory Canada Goose
resource.Their personal and professional commit-
ment and their tireless efforts in the field are a tes-
tament to the passion that drives our team and the
dedication to do what’s right for the resource. In
the end, today’s news confirms the difficult deci-
sion in 1995 was the right thing to do and that
sound wildlife science combined with a unyielding
passion to the resource is a model for success.

As a member of D.U., you understand the value
of a “science-first” model for wildlife management.
I’ll close by asking you, while you’re sitting in a pit
or blind this Fall that you remember how we got
here today and consider what you can do to fur-
ther your personal commitment to ensuring we’re
never faced with another crisis like we experi-
enced in 1995.

Thank you again for this opportunity, I wish you
a safe and fruitful season afield!

DU’s committment to Maryland is superb
By Paul Peditto Director Maryland DNR-Wildife and Heritage Service 

Dorchester members take advantage of total donations to be life sponsors
Dorchester D.U. held its annual

Sponsor Cocktail Party at Portside
Seafood Restaurant in Cambridge on
Friday evening, June 18th.
Portside’s downstairs deck is right
on the water and a perfect spot to
have a cocktail party. The annual
cocktail party is typically just an
appreciation party for the sponsors.

A few items were placed on the
silent auction table to help cover the
cost of the food and open bar. About
30 Sponsors and their spouses
attended and we were fortunate to
have Flossie Brohawn, Bob Gormley,
and Porter Hopkins attend the
evening. They were presented Life
Sponsor Plaques. Two Bobby

Richardson and Edwin Lewis were
unable to attend but were given their
Life Sponsor Plaques at a later date.

These five Life Sponsors all took
advantage of their accumulated
total donations over the years to
Ducks Unlimited and were able to
upgrade to lifetime members with
one final payment at our Annual

Dinner that was held in October.
This program is a perfect opportu-
nity for all D.U. Bronze sponsors
that have belonged to D.U. for
years.

For more information on becom-
ing a life sponsor through this new
program be sure to check out
Michael J. Galante’s article.



If you are one of the many
conservation minded owners
of a restored wetland in the
Mid-Atlantic States, now is the
time to start thinking about
how to best manage your
project. Management of
restored wetlands can be fun
if you follow these general
management guidelines.

Most of the restored wet-
lands delivered by Ducks
Unlimited are designed to pro-
vide shallow water forage
habitat for waterfowl during
their fall and spring migration.
There are three main manage-
ment components to focus

on.When the water control
structure should be closed in
the fall of the year to capture
runoff and when it should be
opened to drawdown the wet-
land. How the vegetation in
the wetland should be man-
aged.And what major threats
there are to the proper func-
tion of the wetland.

In general water control
structures should be opened
in April or May to allow for a
slow water drawdown from
the wetland.This assures that
the project remains moist and
promotes native grass growth.
Water control structures

should be closed in late
August or September to cap-
ture late summer rains and
begin flooding for the fall
migration.

All DU restored wetlands
are managed for moist-soil
plants. Moist-soil wetlands are
vegetated by native plants that
grow well on damp to wet
sites and provide forage for
waterfowl and other wildlife.
To promote a good moist soil
crop of grasses, wetlands
should be disked lightly once
every three years to keep the
project in annual succession.

Several region-wide threats

exist that can pose a threat to
the proper function of your
restored wetland.These
include the encroachment of

invasive plant species such as
cattails and Phragmites (com-
mon reed) and in the north-
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ponds. Listen to the birds. The most
important thing about a call is to
learn when NOT to call. Let the birds
show you what they want. We always
tell people that a good caller can
make almost any call sound pretty
good to a goose but for someone
who never practices, even a $200 call
won’t help. For quality of materials
and durability in the field as well as
great sounds we use mostly acrylic
goose calls although many manufac-
turers now offer a less expensive, and
sometimes different sounding, poly
carbonate version. Jeff Foiles makes
an easy blowing acrylic call, the Strait
Meat Honker, that is a very big seller;
and a poly carb call that sells well,
but sounds different. Although simi-
lar in design to the Foiles, some
callers prefer the Big Guy’s Best Fat
Boy, another easy blowing call which
comes only in acrylic. Tim Grounds
makes a terrific call, the Super Mag
available in Acrylic for $200 and in an
identical sounding poly carbonate
version for around $65. It may take
more air to blow a Super Mag, but
many guys swear by the versatility.

Flags: They work. Get one, but
don’t overdo it!  Watch birds land.
They flap two or three times and
then sit down. Experiment and see
what works best where you are.

Scout: No amount of equipment
shooting skills and great calling will
work if the birds don’t want to be
where you are. Birds need food,
water and shelter. Find these ele-
ments and watch. Every day. Geese
are creatures of habit and often
return to the same spots to roost.
Leave the roost alone. See where
they go when they leave; that is
where you want to hunt.

In a snowy field in Howard County
last January, Jeff Kreit,Black Duck
Outfitters Pro Staff and Guide was lik-
ing what was coming. “Scott,birds out
front!  They like it!  They love it!  I own
em!  Get ready” and the three words
we had been waiting for  “Take em
boys!” Two 12 gauge and two 10 gauge
shotguns blasted the calm morning air
three times. Geese carpeted the snowy
field. “Did ya like that, guys?”Jeff
smiled. “That’s how it’s supposed to
happen.” Jeff had done his homework.
He knew the field the birds would
want. He had watched how they set
up in the field . He talked to them and
invited them in. They came in feet
down and in the hole, just like he
planned. Jeff is a pro. He does this all
the time but even he has an occasional
off day. But if you sweat the small stuff,
pay attention to the details, you can
bring them in consistently.

Ben Alder 

Director of Conservation Services 

P.O. Box 5 

1204 Baldwin Mill Road 

Jarrettsville, Maryland 21084 

410-692-7500 Providing sound ecological solutions  
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Ecotone provides full service environmental consulting and  
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McDonald gives original painting to DU headquarters
Memphis,TN, June 20, 2004 -

Nationally recognized wildlife
artist Ralph J. McDonald recently
donated “Greenwing Legacy,” a
1994 painting featuring his hall-
mark kids-in-the-outdoors, to the
Ducks Unlimited Headquarters
office in Memphis. A Nashville,
Tennessee native, McDonald’s
outdoor scenes have been
reproduced for Ducks Unlimited
as fundraising art prints for over
three decades. DU President
John Tomke and Executive Vice
President Don Young accepted
the donation.

“McDonald’s artistic talent
and creative ability are truly
exceptional,” said Young. “It’s an
honor to accept this original
piece, particularly because its
subject – youth in the outdoors
– is such a vital part of Ducks
Unlimited and the conservation
legacy we’re working to leave
for our children. Today’s chil-
dren are tomorrow’s conserva-
tion leaders, and this is some-
thing Ralph McDonald has long
appreciated and captured in his
artwork.”

“Greenwing Legacy,” depicting
a young boy with his faithful

Labrador retriever, was the first
in a series of similar paintings
that highlighted youth in out-
door-related activity. The dona-
tion by McDonald will hang in a
prominent place at DU head-
quarters along with other works
of famous wildlife artists. These
paintings and prints are avail-
able for public viewing.

McDonald’s wildlife art career
began in the early 1970s in
Nashville while he was an adver-
tising illustrator. The popularity
of his ducks, deer and outdoor
scenes prompted him shift gear
and concentrate on this new
endeavor. From the beginning,
he has favored Ducks Unlimited,
painting several scenes for vari-
ous DU state fundraising proj-
ects as well as the national art
package.

McDonald submitted his first
print for DU fundraising in
1974. Since then, his paintings
have raised nearly $20 million
for Ducks Unlimited's conserva-
tion work. McDonald's
"Greenwing" paintings alone
have raised $13,094,000 since
he submitted his first youth-
focused painting in 1994.

DU President, John Tomke, thanks Ralph McDonald for the
original print,“Greenwing Legacy.”

See Restored on Page 21

Service Signs Agreement
With Ducks Unlimited to
Manage Federal Duck Stamp
Licensing Program

Ducks Unlimited (DU) will
manage how Federal Duck
Stamp images are licensed to
manufacturers who place the
images on a wide variety of
consumer products. Under
the agreement, DU will use
its expertise to expand and
manage the licensing pro-
gram for the U.S. Fish and
Wildlife Service's Federal
Duck Stamp Program.

"We're excited to have DU
manage our Duck Stamp
licensing program and the

potential it will have to pro-
vide even more money for
wetlands conservation," said
Service Director Steve
Williams. "I am confident
that this agreement will help
us fulfill the goal announced
by President Bush of conserv-
ing three million acres of
wetlands across the nation
over the next five years."

Since 1934, the Federal
Migratory Bird Hunting and
Conservation Stamp, popular-
ly known as the Federal
Duck Stamp, has been sold to
hunters, conservationists, and
stamp collectors. In that
time, stamp sales have gener-

ated more than $670 million
that has been used to acquire
more than 5.2 million acres
of important wetlands and
associated upland habitat for
the National Wildlife Refuge
System.

The stamps, which feature
images of waterfowl painted
by some of the nation's most
prominent wildlife artists, are
valued for their beauty.
Recognizing the stamps' pop-
ularity with the public,
Congress authorized the
Service to license stamp
images for use on a variety of
products in 1984, with pro-

DU to manage federal duck stamp program

See Stamp on Page 21

Fall Hunting
Specials...
•20 Pheasant for $300

Up to 4 hunters

•20 Chukar and 10 Pheasant

for $350
Up to 4 hunters

•20 Chukar for $190

Up to 4 hunters

•30 Mallard Ducks for $450

Up to 12 hunters

All hunts include guide and

dog. Additional birds can be

added to specials.

These specials do not include:

licensing fees, cleaning of birds

and gratuities to guides

Specials good for October and

November 2004

Call for upland specials,

season ends March 31st. ENDORSED

Hunting season is here
and here is where you
want to be. The Eastern
Shore’s Premiere
Hunting Preserve,
Pintail Point at The
River Plantation offers
all kinds of exciting and
challenging hunting
opportunities…wild
duck, released mallard
and upland, preserve,
dove and deer hunting
all amid our spectacular
1,800 acres.

The Hunt Is On!

at The River Plantation

410.827.7065
www.pintailpoint.com

511 Pintail Point Lane
Queenstown, MD 21658

Managing Your Restored Wetland can be fun and rewarding
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A good
snow

goose
hunt with
Tuscarora
Outfitters

Gunpowder Chapter members John Littleton and Paul Cala with one of Gunpowder's donors,
Craig Stone at NorthYarmouth, Maine on the tail end of the season's first Nor'easter in
December 2003

Billy Price spends some quality time with
Chesapeake Guide Service

Former Baltimore Colt, and long
time local DU supporter, Fred
Miller(L) with his Choc lab Coco
and hunting partner Jim
Martin(R) and his Yellow lab Bo,
after a successful Nov. resident
goose hunt.

“Harford County Chapter at play in Argentina. Standing: Brandon Lancaster, Roy Brintnall, Jay
Lancaster, Scott Jasion Front: Ron Jasion, Mike Shannahan”

John, Sue & Tyler Littleton went fishing  out from
Ocean City. Sue brought in an 80 lb blue fin tuna
while Tyler hooked a 15 lb dolphin fish and John got
the “bill” fish for the trip.

John Mercer, Rick White, Dave Walters, Billy Price and Joseph Aquilla enjoyed the
last duck hunt before the freeze out of 2004.”

Steve Huttner with his
wildebeest taken this sum-
mer in Africa.■ Trophies


